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PRESIDENT'S REPORT JANUARY  2020 
                                      There was a high turn out to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the 

founding of our Probus Club.  This was indeed a special occasion and one that many Probus Clubs do 

not achieve. Of course this has not happened by accident.  It is entirely due to the efforts of the 

members themselves over the years.  Here was an opportunity to acknowledge this and thank 

directly many of these contributors who were with us on the day.  Especially welcome were three of 

our Founding Members. 

 

 With much help from Vic Ryall I was able to present a PowerPoint presentation of our history 

tracking the membership and the contributors.  Inevitable this had far more information than could 

possibly be absorbed in the course of ten minutes but this and much more will, in time, become part 

of our website. 

 

 We had received a very positive response to our invitation to Bruce Morley, the new Director 

of Probus South Pacific for Victoria and Tasmania.  He accepted and was most welcome.  He also 

came bearing gifts in the form of a framed congratulatory certificate and offered his own 

congratulations, setting these in the context of the wider organisation of the Probus movement. He 

indicated how impressed he was with the extent of our activities and our outstanding website.  

Subsequently and informally he highlighted the social inter-activeness that he experienced during 

the reception phase of our celebration. 

 

 Blue and yellow (Probus) balloons, and an inflated PROBUS formed the setting.  Jenny Outten 

had organised a decorated anniversary cake fit to feed an army.  This also featured a bold and much 

photographed representation of the Probus badge.   Founding and still active member Beryl Noonan 

then cut the cake.  All three Founding Members, Beryl, Rick Nelsky and Elizabeth Tribe (by way of 

her daughter Jane) then shared their thoughts and expressed their good wishes. 

 

 Rather than a speaker we had a guitarist-singer, Steve Twohig, who took us back to some of 

the songs of the 50’s and 60’s.  There was a lot of foot tapping and some nostalgic singing along. 

 

 Fifty members sat down to lunch at tables set with fresh flowers.  As usual there was much 

lively discussion and a great sense of camaraderie.  There was also more than enough cake for 

everyone to have some as desert with plenty still for take away and - much to the delight of the 

hotel staff – a generous amount for them. 

 

 I also have to report that I have stepped aside from my role as your President.   Since before 

Christmas Margaret has been very unwell.  My focus now has to be on her and our family.  Probus, 

however, is in good hands.  Maureen Scully has kindly agreed to be Acting President for the 

reminder of this term and to continue as our next President.  I am very grateful to her.  I am also 

sure she will do a great job and perhaps lead us in new directions.  As and when opportunities arise 

I will re-engage.                                                                                                                                         Allan Rodger.             
 

Copying  
We wish to thank Local Member Danny Pearson and staff for printing our Newsletter, Minutes and other 

documents.                                                                                                                        Sheila laizans 
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Lunches 
Forty-one of us attended the Christmas lunch at William Angliss. It was an enjoyable day. Thirty-

four of us attended the January lunch at the Union Hotel. It was good to catch up after the break. 

The meal was enjoyable.                                                                                           Jenny Outen 

                

Kris Kringle donations. 
Thank you to all our members at the Wm Angliss luncheon who donated so generously to support the 
Asylum Seekers Resource Centre [ASRC]. Your donations totalling $455.00, will assist Kon, his staff and volunteers 

to continue their work, delivering many services including –  

Food and Material Aid  Health Care  Legal Aid 

Detention Advocacy  Education Training Employment pathways 
Internships to re-establish professional careers. 

Our contribution is doubly appropriate today as this is Human Rights Day !                Maggie Mitchell 

Outing 
A happy New Year, everyone. 

 Bearing in mind that February can produce some very hot weather, I have booked a self-

guided tour at the Immigration Museum in the Old Customs House, 400 Flinders Street on Tuesday, 

11 February 2020. 

 We will meet at 10.05 a.m. for an introductory talk before the 10.15 a.m. tour. A volunteer 

will be available to answer questions as we move around the building. 

 The cost is a flat $35 to be shared by those attending on the day. 

 For those who would like to go for lunch later, I can make a booking after checking numbers 

at the meeting.                                                                                                         Pam Leith 
   
Walk of Interest 
Our first walk for 2020 will be in March to the St Kilda pier, and details will be provided at the 

January meeting.                                                                                                             June Keats 
                                                                                        

COMING EVENTS 
 

Tuesday,  28 January. Committee Meeting (9.15 a.m.), General Meeting (10.30 
a.m 

Guest speaker. Our speaker for this month  will be Beverley Moss .  Her topic will be about her 

trip to New York and how Princess Diana saved her . 

 Bev spoke to us two Januarys ago about being in Buckingham Palace ' in her underwear '. She 

was very entertaining and I expect she will be the same again this time.                           Bob Simpson        
 

Trip Away. Lakes Entrance, March 2000 

Many members going on our trip to Lakes Entrance have commented that even though this area has 

been affected by the bush fires to some extent we should still go on our holiday and support this 

area.  We both support this view, and will pay Spirit Travel the final payment this month. 

                                                .                                            .Margaret Launikonis and Sheila Laizans 
.                                                                                     

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

                   January                                             February                 
Colin Kennedy               Pam Leith                             Frank Evans 

Norma Smith                 Bob Detering                        Ray McMahon 

Alma  McDonald            Fran Matters                          Albert Hilton 

Beverley Clark              Bob Harvey                             

Mercia Gollant              Rick Nelsky 

 Dick Lee                   John Milburn                                                                                                                           

                                                          

                                                           

                               

Deadline for the  February  Newsletter:  Friday,, 14 February, 2020 
 

Thought for the month:   

 'It is not what we do, but also what we do not do, for which we are accountable.' -Moliere, actor 

and playwright (15 Jan 1622-1673)  
 


