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PRESIDENT'S REPORT NOVEMBER 2019 

President’s Report October 2019 
 

Our guest speakers were from Victoria Police.  It was a double act by Leading Senior Constable Damien Collins and his 

colleague, Senior Constable Meredith Nolan.   Their presentation on scams, frauds and security risks was highly interactive.  

They were there to help us all avoid the traps that increasingly surround us.  Their message was clear that no one can avoid 

being bombarded with information and requests, but you can learn to be cautions and learn when to recognise a scam.  Their 

main caution was to be very careful about giving out any information to any stranger.  With only a few bits of information your 

identity can be established, and you may become subject to exploitation, extortion, deception, identity theft and many more 

nefarious practices.  While we were already familiar with what emerges on our telephones or in our e-mail, our guests also 

pointed out the serious risk of dealing with any stranger who might come to our home.  The cheap offer accompanied by 

demand for payments in advance is always bad.  Even under the umbrella of legitimate service providers such as local 

governments, the risk of theft or worse was identified. 

 

This sorry tale was in many ways depressing: that as a society we have come to this.  It was also timely and illuminating.  If it 

serves to protect some of us from being cheated or extorted in the future it was a success.  It was also an excellent illustration 

of police operating in preventative mode and nurturing good community relations.  At the end of the presentation and 

discussion our guests encouraged us to record the identification number of our mobile phones; put in *#06#.  We thank them 

for an important stimulating presentation. 

 

Our next meeting on 26 November marks twenty-five years of our club.   This is no small event.  It is, however, the 

achievement of all those past and present members - 200 in all - who have made this happened through their commitment and 

service.  Rightly, this is something to celebrate and an opportunity to express our thanks.   It is also an occasion for the present 

members to build on this legacy.  As we approach our 25th Anniversary I am increasingly confident that this will be achieved.                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                    Allan Rodger.             
 

Orders for lunch at November meeting 

It is suggested that members register their order for lunch before the Business Meeting so as to 

avoid having to do this during the 25th Anniversary Celebration activities later in the morning. 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Copying  
We wish to thank Local Member Danny Pearson and staff for printing our Newsletter, Minutes and other 

documents.                                                                                                                        Sheila laizans 
 

Melbourne Cup Day Lunch 
There were twenty-five members and friends at this year's Melbourne Cup Day Luncheon held at 

Moonee Valley Legends. The food was good and everyone had a great time. There were a few happy 

winners too.                                                                                                                Rose Ho 
 

Walk of Interest 
Our Walk of Interest on Tuesday,15 October, was a great success. Sixteen members attended, some 

travelling by car and some by train. We met after coffee in Altona and listened to an impressive 

guided talk at Altona Homestead, located in a small park opposite the pier. The members of the local 

historical society are to be commended for their effort in filling the house with furnishings from the 

past. Their enthusiasm was apparent.  
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 Some members enjoyed the regular Tuesday street markets. Plants were of particular interest 

to the gardeners in our midst. We were lucky with the weather too. After lunch eleven of us enjoyed 

a pleasant walk along the Esplanade and out onto the pier. A few visited the Louis Joel Gallery, and 

saw an exhibition by a talented local amateur photographer of scenes of Altona at different times of 

day and in different weather conditions.  

 This was the last Walk for 2019. Our first walk for 2020 will be in March to the St Kilda pier, 

and details will be provided at the November meeting.                                                        June Keats 
                                                                                        

COMING EVENTS 
 

Tuesday,  26 November. Committee Meeting (9.15 a.m.), General Meeting (10.30 
a.m.) 
We don't have a November speaker for our 25th Anniversary but we do have an entertainer. His 

name is Steve Twohig and he has been playing guitar and singing all nature of songs since he was 

very young. 

 He has performed at church halls, fairs, pubs, etc, and busked at markets, street stalls and 

many other street venues. 

 Music of the 50,s 60,s and 70,s seems to be his specialty, so hopefully songs of those periods 

would be suitable for our members.                                                                         Bob Simpson        
 

Trip Away. Lakes Entrance, March 2000 

As the November meeting is when the final payment is due for Lakes Entrance, we will be contacting 

everyone who needs to pay any money owing this week for an updated balance. We will have 

insurance application forms for anyone wishing to insure themselves for cancellation insurance as 

well as more comprehensive cover.                                           .Margaret Launikonis and Sheila Laizans 
.                                                                                     

Christmas lunch    
Christmas Lunch will be on Tuesday December 10th at 12.00. The cost is $40 for members and non 

members $45. 
 Lunch is 3 courses including a glass of white or red wine, beer or soft drink. Tea and coffee 

also are included. 

 The address is 550 Little Lonsdale Street a 7-minute walk from Southern Cross Station or 

shorter from Flagstaff Station. If catching the City Circle Tram get off at Flagstaff Station. There are 

stairs or a lift at the Restaurant. 

 As the November meeting will be short, I would appreciate it if you put the money (cash only) 

in an envelope with your name on it in the box at the front table BEFORE the meeting. 

 Thanks.                                                                                                     Jenny Outten 
 

Payment System for Members of Probus Melbourne North  
Members’ Responsibilities 
1. Members’ Payments  

Members will pay the exact amount in an envelope labelled with Name, Amount and Purpose at the 

Entry Desk. The treasurer or the event organiser will then usually process the payments during the 

meeting. Payments for annual subscription and Trip Away can be made by EFT, which is the 

preferred method for accounting purposes. Please identify the EFT payment with member’s name 

and the purpose. Members will need the following information to pay by EFT: NAB BSB 083-355 

Account: 134063402  

2. Late Payments 

 Late payments after a deadline (especially to an outside provider) will not be accepted. Payments at 

the last possible moment (where the treasurer is required to pay out a cheque on the same day the 

payment is received) cannot be made by cheque.  

3. Annual Subscriptions  

Annual subscriptions are payable in March each year. Payments must be made before the June 

meeting each year. After June, members who have not paid will be transferred to ‘Friends’. 

4. 'Refunds' for Prepayments  

These are not automatically available and are not available when an organiser has prepaid to an 

outside provider. Members should consider their availability when prepaying for events as refunds 

are time-consuming for the organiser and the treasurer. Members can often pay on the day if they 

cannot be sure of their availability. 

5. Event organisers will no longer be required to issue receipts for payments less than $20. A signed 

list of attendees with the total amount collected will be given to the treasurer. 

                                                                                                            Bronwyn Stokes, Treasurer, 14 November 2019 
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Cap in Hand Appeal 

Please do not collect any more plastic cups till further notice. They are not making 'hands' at the 

moment as they are fundraising for a larger machine. Thank you for the great response to date.                        

 Maggie Mitchell.  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

December    January 

Sheila Fraser   Colin Kennedy Bob Detering 

Maureen Scully   Alma McDonald Fran Matters 

Jill Wagstaff    Beverley Clark Bob Harvey 

Rosalie Aquilina Dick Lee  Rick Nelsky 

Pam Leith  John Milburn 

 

 

 

Deadline for the January Newsletter: Friday, 17 January 2020 
 

Thoughts for the month: 

 

To the artist there is never anything ugly in nature. -Auguste Rodin, sculptor (12 Nov 1840-1917) 

 

There is a budding morrow in midnight. -John Keats, poet (31 Oct 1795-1821) 

 

Remember, we all stumble, every one of us. That's why it's a comfort to go hand in hand. -Emily 

Kimbrough, author and broadcaster (23 Oct 1899-1989) 

 

Don't be seduced into thinking that that which does not make a profit is without value. -Arthur 

Miller, playwright and essayist (17 Oct 1915-2005) 
 
 


