
 

   

 

 

 

Page 1                                                                                                                                                                22 October 2019 

 

 

                                                                      
 

 

 

  
             N e ws l e t t e r :  N o  10  24  Oc tob e r  20 19   Re g .  N o .  A 0030 616K . 8  

P o           P o s t a l  A d d r e s s :  P O  B o x  1 1 9 ,  M o o n e e  P o n d s ,  V I C  3 0 3 9  

W e b  A d d r e s s :  http://melbnprobus.org. 
M e e t i n g  V e n u e :  W a t e r l o o  C u p  H o t e l ,  M o o n e e  P o n d s .  

 
 

Editor:  Graeme Duke 111/459 Royal Parade, Parkville Vic 3052.  Phone: 9381-2286 

Email: ivallan@sme.com.au 
President:        Treasurer: 

               Allan Rodger   9044 7534                                     Bronwyn Stokes  9375 3084 
 

 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT OCTOBER   2019 
 

 There was a big turn-out for the September meeting.  It was a pleasure to welcome two new 

members, Bob Detering and Ruth Ingram.  In October we hope to induct several more who have 

already been accepted for membership. 

 Plans for the 25th Anniversary Meeting in November are firming up.  We hope some of those 

on the Friends list will attend and we will be inviting representation from Probus, Rotary and PSPL. 

 Bob Simpson introduced our speaker.  Amy Willett is the Stakeholder Engagement Officer for 

Victorian Energy Compare at the Department of Land, Water and Planning.  In her introductory 

remarks she emphasised that she was a public servant here to help - and she did.  Many members 

had brought their electricity and gas bills.  Almost all acknowledged that they did not read them; 

they just paid.  Amy had good news on several fronts.  To most of us the fact that there are about 

10,000 different offers available is daunting to the point of appearing impossible.  By going through 

the details of the bills, however, Amy explained where there are opportunities to make savings or to 

find a better deal.  Thanks to the State Government every provider is now required to tell 

consumers if they have a deal that would be cheaper.  Sure enough this is displayed quite 

prominently on the bills that we have been ‘just paying’.  Much of her presentation took us through 

the website https://compare.energy.vic.gov.au and showed how to feed it with information from our 

bills.  That then shows the best deals across all the providers for our particular patterns of use.  If 

that seems troublesome the good news is that once this is completed there is a button that offers us 

a cheque for $50.00.  As salesmen tell us, 'this offer ends' - but not until June next year.  We have 

time. 

 At the conclusion of the meeting we invited Abigail Deodatus to speak about her research 

project.  Abigail is a 4th year Psychology student doing an honours research project at La Trobe 

University.  Her subject was one directly relevant to many of us older people – how technology skills 

influence the relationship between social support, technology usage and physical activity.  She came 

well prepared, presented very clearly and recruited a significant number of members to participate 

in her research.  Perhaps she can return to tell us about her findings                                  Allan Rodger.             
                                                                                                                                                                      

Copying  
We wish to thank Local Member Danny Pearson and staff for printing our Newsletter, Minutes and other 

documents.                                                                                                                        Sheila laizans 
 

Movie Review 

On Tuesday, 1 October  five members went to see 'Downton Abbey', a very enjoyable movie with no 
surprises, and  three members saw 'The Farewell'. Five had lunch at 'Trotters' afterwards. Cheers                                

'Annette Simpson 
 

Septender Outing 
On Tuesday, 8 October, ten members visited the Old Treasury Building. We first had a tour, covering 

much of the early history since Batman, and which included the room in which the Victorian 

Governor regularly meets with government today and in the past. After morning tea at the Treasury 

Cafe, most of us opted to return to the Building for a closer look at the exhibits there.   Pam Leith 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

Tuesday,  22 October. Committee Meeting (9.15 a.m.), General Meeting (10.30 

a.m.) 

Guest Speaker.   The speaker on Tuesday, 22 October is Damien Collins, the Leading Senior 
Constable and Hume Crime Prevention Officer – Division 4 North West Metro. 

He will be warning and advising on  matters related to scams, frauds and security risks. Bob Simpson 
 

Melb Cup Day Lunch will be held at Moonee Valley Legends,                                     

Wilson St and Cnr Thomas St, Moonee Ponds on 5th November 2019 (Tuesday)at 12 noon. We 

managed to negotiate to keep the cost at $50 per head for a 3-course lunch (GF) with a free drink 

on arrival.  
 

All payments must be made in advance. Please put your name(s) down and make your payment at 

October Meeting. Kindly write your name and the activity on the envelope or when paying online or 

at NAB , BSB No. 083355 Account Number 134063402 , Probus Club of Melbourne North. 
 

Please note: No refund for no-show or cancellation on your part.                    Rose Ho & Jenny Outten 
 

Walk of Interest on Tuesday 15th October,2019 to Altona. If you are travelling by train, meet 

inside the concourse at Flinders Street Station by 9:45am. Near the food kiosks on the concourse, 

there are benches & tables. Please wait there. We are catching the 10:01 train.  

 If you are driving, we will see you for coffee in Pier Street or at the homestead. There are five 

cafes in Pier Street which leads from the station to the water. Choose any one and after coffee, 

meet other members in front of the Altona Homestead which is on the park facing the beach and 

pier. Please be there at 11:15 for a guided talk/visit. After that, we will stroll along the Esplanade, 

walk on the beach or the pier and have lunch in Pier Street. Then we will visit the Louis Joel Gallery 

and the new library opposite. Both are close to the homestead and a short walk from the station.  

This is an easy walk but remember to wear appropriate footwear. Let's hope the sun shines!  
June Keats 

 

Trip Away. Lakes Entrance, March 2000 

We are happy to take any payments towards the trip away at the next 2 meetings, but will need the 

full amount by the November meeting please. This can be cheque, cash or eft direct into the 

National bank. (bsb083 355 Account number 134 063 402, reference Lakes Entrance and your 

name.) 

We have information and forms for cancellation insurance, cost $45. Other insurance is also 

available. 

If you require any further information, please contact Margaret or Sheila 
                                                                                             .Margaret Launikonis and Sheila Laizans 
.                                                                                     

Cap in Hand Appeal 
Please do not collect any more plastic cups till further notice. They are not making 'hands' at the 

moment as they are fundraising for a larger machine. Thank you for the great response to date.                        

 Maggie Mitchell.  
 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

                October                             November                              
              Jennie Williamson                    Lynn O'Callaghan                                                        

                                                           Marg Clark                              

                                                           Terry O'Riley                              

                                                           Denise Kennedy            

                                                           Merla Eadie 

                                                           Beverley Kannegiesser 

                                                                                          

                                               

Deadline for the November  Newsletter:  Friday, 15 November 
 

Thoughts for the month:    

When small men begin to cast big shadows, it means that the sun is about to set. -Lin Yutang, 

writer and translator (10 Oct 1895-1976) 


