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PRESIDENT'S REPORT SEPTEMBER   2019 

 
Our meeting started on a sad note with members reflecting on the recent death of Joan Sach.  We 

also thought of Ian at this difficult time.  Until very recently Joan greeted each of us on arrival.  For 

visitors she was the first contact.  For everyone she created a welcoming environment that set the 

tone for the meeting and indeed the club.  We sent our condolences to Ian and the family.  

Subsequently has Ian expressed his thanks to those who attended Joan’s Memorial service. 

 

Our speaker was Marilyn Hoystead    She offered us a fascinating account of fine china produced by 

potteries in Scotland.  There was a cluster of firms in Glasgow headed by J. & M.P. Bell Pottery and 

another on the south-east coast of Fife in Wemyss.  For almost everyone, including the Scots among 

us, it was a surprising revelation.  This was not a simple extension of the Staffordshire industries but 

a distinct industry brand with its distinctive designs and designers and – and this was particularly 

surprising – a finely targeted marketing strategy into South-East Asia.  Without labouring the point 

it also emerged that much of the commercial trading activity in Rangoon and other major cities in 

the region were also Scots.  On such was the Empire built.  Alongside the many illustrations that 

accompanied her talk Marilyn had with her some exquisite examples from her own collection.  These 

were greatly admired during the presentation and the subject of much discussion afterwards. 

 

In the Business Meeting ahead of our speaker there was again emphasis on succession planning.  

We now need to identify someone to be President-Elect for the remainder of this year and President 

in 2020-2021.  Ideally we would have someone else lined up for the next year.  Adding to the 

conundrum we will also need a new Treasurer for 2020-2021 and beyond.  Prior to that appointment 

the committee has recognised that the job of the Treasurer needs to be simplified; currently it 

effectively isolates the Treasurer from much of the social activity of club meetings.  We have 

therefore established a small group to solve that.  All members can expect to be engaged in the 

succession planning issue by the members of the committee.  Our guiding principle is to recruit 

members who are below the average age of 79 and, after four of the last five years with men in the 

role, we would especially welcome a woman as our next president.  Volunteers are encouraged. 
                                                                                                                                                                    Allan Rodger 

Copying  
We wish to thank Local Member Danny Pearson and staff for printing our Newsletter, Minutes and other 

documents.                                                                                                                        Sheila laizans 

 
 
 

Lunch Report 
On Tuesday, 10 September twenty-two of us attended lunch at Fork and Fingers. An enjoyable lunch. 
                                                                                                                                                                        Jenny Outen 
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Vale Joan Sach 13.5.1935 - 23.8.2019 

Sadly, Joan lost her fight with cancer on the 23rd August and quite a number of 

our members were able to attend her Memorial Service on the 30th August to 

say our good-byes. 

 Joan joined our Probus Club in April 2006, a few months after Ian.  By 

2007 Joan was one of our “helpers” and I'm sure you will all remember her 

greeting us as we arrived each meeting with her welcoming smile, until ill 

health overtook her just a couple of years ago. She was also Secretary Assistant 

in 2014-2015. 

 

       Joan being born in 1935, was a typical mother of her era. She and Ian had three sons and one 

daughter and Joan's life was a busy one with all the usual activities of that era in which her children were 

involved: Guides, teaching Sunday School, fund raising for their schools with dinner parties etc.  In later 

years Joan enjoyed being a member of U3A, volunteered at a local Opportunity Shop, and was a member 

of the Essendon Historical Society. 

 Our thoughts are now with Ian and his family and we extend our sincere sympathy to them all. 

          Dorothy Milburn 

 

                                                                                             

COMING EVENTS 
 

Tuesday, 24 September. Committee Meeting (9.15 a.m.), General Meeting (10.30 
a.m.) 

Guest Speaker.    
The Speaker for the September meeting on Tuesday, 24 September. is Amy Willett from Victorian 

Energy Compare , an arm of the Dept. of Environment , Land , Water and Planning. 

Her talk will be about energy price comparisons and is designed to help people find the best 

electricity and gas offers. 

 

She is hoping our members will bring along their most recent electricity bill for demostration 

purposes.                                                                                                                                Bob Simpson 
 

Melb Cup Day Lunch will be held at Moonee Valley Legends,                                     

Wilson St and Cnr Thomas St, Moonee Ponds on 5th November 2019 (Tuesday)at 12 noon. We 

managed to negotiate to keep the cost at $50 per head for a 3-course lunch (GF) with a free drink 

on arrival.  

 

All payments must be made in advance. Please put your name(s) down and make your payment at 

September Meeting. Kindly write your name and the activity on the envelope or when paying online 

or at NAB , BSB No. 083355 Account Number 134063402 , Probus Club of Melbourne North. 

 
Please note: No refund for no-show or cancellation on your part.                    Rose Ho & Jenny Outten 

 

Outing - Tuesday, 8 October. 
A one-hour tour has been booked at the Old Treasury Building in Spring Street, Melbourne for 10am 

on Tuesday, 8 October. We will meet at the front of the building at 9.45 am prior to the tour. 

The cost is $10 pp and it would be appreciated if money could be placed in a named envelope, then 

into the box on the front table at the next meeting. Envelopes will be available. 

                                                                                                                Pam Leith.(9386 6323) 
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Trip Away. Lakes Entrance, March 2000 

We are happy to take any payments towards the trip away at the next 2 meetings, but will need the 

full amount by the November meeting please. This can be cheque, cash or eft direct into the 

National bank. (bsb083 355 Account number 134 063 402, reference Lakes Entrance and your 

name.) 

We have information and forms for cancellation insurance, cost $45. Other insurance is also 

available. 

If you require any further information, please contact Margaret or Sheila 
                                                                                             .Margaret Launikonis and Sheila Laizans 
.                                                                                     

Cap in Hand Appeal 
“Cap in Hand Appeal” – Prosthetic hands and arms can be made from recycled plastic bottle tops. For further information 

contact Maggie Mitchell, on maggiem477@gmail.com 

 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

       September                           October 
      Beryl Noonan                          Jennie Williamson 

      Iris Stafrace 

      Allan Rodger 

      Annette Simpson 

                                                       

                                               

Deadline for the October  Newsletter:  Friday,22 October 2019. 
 

Thoughts for the month:    
 

 Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority it is time to pause and reflect.- Mark Twain 

 

Experience makes us see an enormous difference between piety and goodness. -Blaise Pascal, 

philosopher and mathematician (19 Jun 1623-1662) 

 

Moral certainty is always a sign of cultural inferiority. The more uncivilized the man, the surer he is 

that he knows precisely what is right and what is wrong. All human progress, even in morals, has 

been the work of men who have doubted the current moral values, not of men who have whooped 

them up and tried to enforce them. The truly civilized man is always skeptical and tolerant, in this 

field as in all others. His culture is based on "I am not too sure." -H.L. Mencken, writer, editor, and 

critic (12 Sep 1880-1956) 
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