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“Energy bursts out from inside of me as I work as an artist, poet and 
photographer, especially when harnessing the strength of all three mediums to 
create an art-unison. 

Applying this passion to my wonderful city of Melbourne, where I grew up, 
has brought an immense degree of personal fulfilment. I feel called to craft 
meaningful, quality art that literally gives joy, and shows the world at new 
angles. My task also involves encouraging people to reach their full creative 
potential whether as a hobbyist- or involved in the arts, design, literary, media, 
entertainment or business spheres, while also using their artistry as a powerful 
medium to inspire a positive social outlook. My broader vision is to go beyond 
Melbourne city to other iconic cities of the world and create books inspired 
by the landmarks that define each place, using this three-pronged creative 
approach—of  inspiring memories, sharing the city’s history, while providing an 
enriching vicarious experience through the visual and literary forms of painting, 
poetry and photography.”
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Iconic Melbourne showcases more than 20 of 
Melbourne’s finest locations utilising Artist, Mark 
Rusic’s, own original collection of paintings, 
poetry and photography, to present Melbourne 
in this very fresh, dynamic and unique 
publication. The iconic locations include: MCG, 
Federation Square and the Old Melbourne Gaol 
to name a few.

What sets Iconic Melbourne apart is not only 
how we learn about and celebrate each icon, 
but how the artist uses his artistry to create a 
kind of ‘iconic-impetus’ to also encourage a 
positive social outlook, while inspiring the reader 
to discover and be empowered in their own 
creative potential. 

Firstly, the paintings help the reader to 
encounter the warmth and beauty of the various 
landmarks. The artist also shares some personal 
thoughts about his painting technique, and 
about painting in general. The poetry is used 
to question the icons and what they represent 
while at the same time, to celebrate their 
tangible form in Melbourne City’s landscape. 
The photography reveals certain key features 
of the poem, so the meaning becomes more 
impressionable.

So, using all three media in their combined 
strength this presentation of Melbourne is 
second to none. In many ways, this book 
can become a very personal and vicarious 
experience; both a pleasurable and thought 
provoking part of your life journey.

This book will be a tremendous gift and memory 
for you, your friends and family. Enjoy!

You will not be alone in valuing Mark’s work. 
Here are some testimonials from buyers in 
Melbourne, and from various places across the 
globe. (See the back cover for more.)

“Love the colour-Melbourne the way it is!” 
(Melbourne) 

“Amazing colours, brilliant memories for   
us to take home.” (UK)

“Beautiful colours and vibrant to the eye.  
Great artwork.” (Chicago)

“Give you joy designs. Fantastic pictures.” 
(Noosa QLD)

“Colour Colour Colour! Great images will   
look fantastic on my walls.” (Brisbane) 

“We like the unusualness, colour and creativity.”  
(Melbourne)

“Thanks so much-the picture of the MCG 
perfectly captures the energy and beauty   
we found throughout Australia.” (England)
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Federation Square
A longing for identity. A longing to be one. 
A longing to be Australian began the movement for federation 
1901 the trans-formation began, each colony wanting its own. 
Eventually all agreed, better off as a nation, than going it alone. 

Australians began to celebrate in poems and in songs, 
with improvement in transport and communication 
soon arose a mighty throng. One hundred years later  
a prime monument to the partnership was made. 
In a place where the people can gather as one—Federation Square 
May this spirit never fade.

The construction was not without its baptism of fire, years overtime 
Many argued her appearance was marred  
Much concern about the height and placement of those shards!  
Budgets blew out, design elements made tempers flare- 
But today, people love it… It’s been worth all the care.

Our City proclaims Federation with gratitude; an answer to prayer 
The first seating of federal parliament was held  
not far from the Square. It is a place of legacy 
in more ways than one. A symbol of a coming together, 
of a nation, our leaders in unison.

Painting Federation Square with Eureka Tower, Southgate [Left] 
I laboured over those triangular shapes though I’m sure it was nothing 
compared to the original construction! 



Photo Federation Square adjacent Yarra Bridge [Above] 
Here is Federation Square experiencing the ‘baptism of fire’ mentioned in the poem. Notice how I am using the lighting effects to achieve this imagery of fire.
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Flinders Street Station 
Flinders Street Station ahead. Can’t wait to see The Clocks.  
Friday night, home-time. To the entrance, everyone flocks. 
myki card zipped. In and out of the slot. Walk under the big green dome 
Darting past the entry gates. One step closer to home. 

In the rush, a scarf is dropped. Race ahead. Pass it to them.  
In a gesture, a small kindness. They see in you a friend. Not foe.

Down the escalator. Some fighting to be first.  
Better not jump the queue... patience is a virtue.  
Don’t want someone to curse! 

On the crowded platform. Whistles. Chugs. Cancellations. Check  
arrival time. A little reading or music. Why not something new: write a rhyme?  
A sea of iPads appear. On the net they surf.  
For a moment, glance at others. Stalking  
that ideal seat. That’s my turf! 

In another moment imagine 
feeling free to chat. People sitting across from you. Hearty conversations.  
No strangers in silence. Wouldn’t it be nice to share your day,  
your thoughts. If only we were...
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Flinders Street Station continued...

…Train arrives. Onward we go. Homeward bound.  
Family time. Friends drop in. Mum cooking up a storm. 
Brothers and sisters can’t wait to see me, share the day. 
This is my heart’s longing for all families: that This can be the norm

Trains rattle, bump along the line. Thoughts drift to the clutter on the carriage… 
To thoughts of family life. How do I improve mine? Clean up the clutter.  
Get back to the important things of life. Invest in my family. Enjoy them.  
Include them. Show meaningful, little gestures—a quick call to say I care—a gift that says I love you. 
Big hugs. Quality time. It need not be rare. 

Painting Flinders Street Station [Previous page] 
One person I met commented on buying artwork generally: ‘It’s not that I don’t want to buy any 
artwork, it’s just that I can’t find anything worth buying and actually putting on my walls.’ The challenge 
to the artist and designer is to deliver artwork with a compelling degree of freshness and originality in a 
world gone ‘copy and imitation’ mad! I was thrilled that he bought my painting.

Photo  Flinders Street Station Clocks [Left] 
This is arguably the most prominent cultural icon of Melbourne. The station and facade was actually 
completed in 1909. A common Melbourne idiom is to say: ‘I’ll meet you under the clocks.’ Multitudes 
of people pass under them daily to arrive in the city, or journey home to family.
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Melbourne Cricket Ground
We treasure the G. People say it’s a must: I’ve got to go. 
See the towering lights from afar. Like marching ants  
they come. Can’t wait to be front row! 
Multitudes wave banners  
and fists as the players soar. A mark taken. Wickets tumble.  
Atmosphere electric. The crowd ROARS!

We treasure the G. We love our heroes of sport. 
From each generation are there many, and never naught. 
Great women and men whose legacy  
we remember… Their class of excellence, of style, of attitude. And more. 
Great names inscribed upon the walls. And kids collecting and swapping 
Footy cards galore!

I want to say: Heroes don’t come easy. Appreciate those on field. 
Not all can be top of the ladder. Costs are Huge—personal life, personal rights  
All yield. 
Expectations keep rising. Competition takes its toll.  
Will sportsmanship continue the focus. Or is it me, myself and I: the soul?

May many new heroes arise. Can break out like a storm. Come diamond  
from the charcoal—Intense heat and pressure; great investment before transformed. 
So, keep encouraging our players to  
maximise the talent they wield 
May their lives glisten like diamonds, be stellar examples  
on and off the field.
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Painting Melbourne Cricket Ground [Previous page] 
When I thought of painting the MCG I had one main thing in mind. In my mind’s eye I was constantly 
focused on the lovely greens you see on the ground. Painting it was divine!

Photo Pedestal of Denis Lillee, MCG [Left] 
You certainly get an incredibly dignified representation of our heroes of sport at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. Here is one of the many pedestals you will find in honour of those that made their mark.

Reflection Every game has a spectrum of excitement. When the ball goes out of bounds; boring. When there 
is a valiant sprint toward the goals and a player is tackled and loses possession; we feel the pain. 
When the ball goes repeatedly near the goals, almost scores; we scream out in anguish. Then, you 
have adrenaline-rush moments. At centre bounce, every team member is firing. The ball goes straight 
down the middle like lightning, sometimes scoring three goals in row, or six or even ten! That feeling 
is palpable.



“Really Unique Colours 
and the originality is 

exciting.”
(South Africa)

“The form of 
these paintings 

is breath taking.”
(Spain)

“Amazing colour 
and concept. 

Makes Melbourne 
come alive.”
(Melbourne)

Iconic Melbourne showcases more than 20 of 
Melbourne’s finest locations utilising Artist, Mark 

Rusic’s, own original collection of  paintings, poetry and 
photography, to present Melbourne in a most unique, 

dynamic and fresh way. 

What sets Iconic Melbourne apart is not only how we 
learn about and celebrate each icon, but how the artist 
uses his artistry to create a kind of ‘iconic-impetus’ to 
also encourage a positive social outlook, while inspiring 

the reader to discover and be empowered in their 
own creative potential. This book will inspire wonderful 

memories and provide an enriching vicarious experience!

“Comfort. Colourful.
Feeling of joy.”

(Taiwan)

“Mark Rusic’s colour 
palette will bring the 
Australian sun to any 

place on earth.”
(New York)

“I’ve lived in Melbourne my 
whole life. You’ve perfectly 

captured the city!!”
(Melbourne)

“Amazing 
colours, 
brilliant 

memories 
to take 
home.”
(United 

Kingdom)

“I think the pictures are 
astoundingly beautiful. 

They will make a 
perfect present for my 

family and friends.”
(Germany)

“I love the vibrant 
colours. They evoke a 

sort of calm happiness.
Beautiful.”
(Canada)

“Wonderful work.”
(Greece)

“Captures Melbourne’s 
splendour.”
(Singapore)

“Love the colours 
and the beautiful 
way of making the 

scenes come to life.”
(Belgium)

“Love the bright 
colours. Ideal for 
my holiday unit.”

(Darwin)

“Beautiful colours. 
Striking. Wonderful 
way to remember 

Melbourne.”
(Tasmania)

“Vibrant and lively 
- just like the city! 

Thank you for 
sharing your gift.”

(Los Angeles)

“Perfect gift to 
show our families.”

(Ireland)

“The perfect 
present for those 

hard-to-buy-for 
people. Gorgeous, 
happy pictures.”

(Perth)

“Love the colours 
and style. I’m 

gonna make my 
Dutch friends so 
happy with this.”
(Netherlands)

“The artwork is 
stunning. I love the 
uniqueness.... You 
have something 
special to share 

with us all.”
(Sydney)

“Fantastic colours 
and the atmosphere 

captured at the 
MCG; great art!”

(NSW)

“Absolutely Beautiful”
(Japan)

“Love the colours. 
Makes Melbourne 

look so happy”
(Italy)

“Your pictures 
are amazing”

(Brazil)

“This is stunning -.... 
Travelled about Melbourne... 

first time I have seen 
something like this.”

(Thailand)

“Beautiful and fresh! 
Love the work.”

(Sydney)

“Beautiful style. 
Awesome 

subject matter.”
(NZ)

“Fantastic colours 
and atmosphere 
at the MCG...”

(NSW)

“So, very different!! 
Refreshing!”

(Vienna)

“Amazing mix of 
powerful colours & great 

artistic talent.
One can only feel joy 

when viewing your work.” 
(Melbourne)
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